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General Entry Requirements for September 2024 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

XL ACADEMY 
 

 A minimum of 7 GCSEs at grade 7 including English Language or Maths (with no lower than a 5 in the other) 

A LEVEL  
 

 A minimum of 2 GCSEs at grade 6, 2 x GCSEs at grade 5, 2 GCSEs at grade 4 including English Language and Maths 

 Additional course requirements must also be met 

 

 

VOCATIONAL – LEVEL 3 (2 YEAR PATHWAY) 
 

 A minimum of 5 GCSEs* at a grade 4 or above including English Language and a minimum of a grade 3** in GCSE 
Maths for the following courses: 

o Business 
o Forensic Science 
o Health & Social Care 
o Information Technology 

 

 A minimum of 4 GCSEs* at a grade 4 or above including English Language and a minimum of a grade 3** Maths 
for the following courses: 

o Public Services 
o Sports Coaching 
o Sports Coaching (Football with CITC) 

 
 **PLEASE NOTE there are some variations to these entry requirements for individual courses. Please see 

individual course details for specific entry requirements. 
 *1 GCSE can be replaced with a Level 2 vocational qual. This must be at a Merit/Distinction/Distinction* 

 A student who has not achieved 
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Business  

  

A-Level Edexcel 100% exam Grade 5 in an essay based 

subject 

 

Business Extended 

Certificate 

(Vocational  

A Level 

equiv) 

Pearson 58% exam 

42% non-

examined  

assessment 

No additional requirements  
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VOCATIONAL LEVEL 3 – Additional course requirements 

Below you will find full time Level 3 vocational courses which require additional entry criteria. Please note entry 

requirements can be subject to change at any time. 

Course 
Course type Exam board 

Assessment Additional course requirements 

Business   Extended 

Diploma 

Pearson 42% exam 

58% non-

examined 

assessment 

A minimum of 5 GCSEs* at a grade 4 or above 
including English Language and a minimum of a 
3 in Maths 

Forensic Science   Extended 

Diploma 

Pearson 42% exam 

58% non-

examined 

assessment 

A minimum of 5 GCSEs* at a grade 4 or above 

including English Language, Maths and 

Science/Applied Science 

Health & Social Care Extended 

Diploma 

Pearson A mix of internal 

and  

external 

assessment 

A minimum of 5 GCSEs* at a grade 4 or above 
including English Language and a minimum of a 
grade 3 in Maths 

Information 

Technology 

Extended 

Diploma 

Pearson 42% exam 

58% non-

examined 

assessment 

A minimum of 5 GCSEs* at a grade 4 or above 

including Maths and a minimum of a 3 English 

Language 

Public Services Extended 

Diploma 

NcFE 100% Internal 

assessment 

A minimum of 4 GCSEs* at a grade 4 or above 

including English Language and a minimum of a 

grade 3 Maths 

Sports Coaching & 

Development 

Extended 

Diploma 

Pearson 100% Internal 

assessment 

A minimum of 4 GCSEs* at a grade 4 or above 
including English Language and a minimum of a 
grade 3 in Maths 

Sports Coaching & 

Development 

(Football) - in 

partnership with 

CITC) 

Extended 

Diploma 

Pearson 100% Internal 

assessment  

A minimum of 4 GCSEs* at a grade 4 or above 

including English Language and a minimum of a 

grade 3 in Maths 

Applicants will be invited to attend a taster 

session to assess their ability to pla3 Tm 225.89ants




